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The outcomes from a Food Systems Summit Dialogue will be of use in developing the pathway to sustainable food systems
within the locality in which they take place. They will be a valuable contribution to the national pathways and also of interest to
the different workstreams preparing for the Summit: the Action Tracks, Scienti�c Groups and Champions as well as for other
Dialogues.
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1. PARTICIPATION

TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 202

PARTICIPATION BY AGE RANGE

0-18 38 19-30 75 31-50 75 51-65 14 66-80 80+

PARTICIPATION BY GENDER

103 Male 97 Female 2 Prefer not to say or Other

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN EACH SECTOR

53 Agriculture/crops 4 Education 1 Health care

7 Fish and aquaculture 8 Communication Nutrition

17 Livestock 3 Food processing 27 National or local government

7 Agro-forestry Food retail, markets Utilities

13 Environment and ecology Food industry Industrial

Trade and commerce 2 Financial Services 60 Other

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS FROM EACH STAKEHOLDER GROUP

2 Small/medium enterprise/artisan 1 Workers and trade union

1 Large national business Member of Parliament

1 Multi-national corporation Local authority

35 Small-scale farmer 39 Government and national institution

10 Medium-scale farmer Regional economic community

5 Large-scale farmer 13 United Nations

26 Local Non-Governmental Organization 1 International �nancial institution

22 International Non-Governmental Organization 5 Private Foundation / Partnership / Alliance

2 Indigenous People 1 Consumer group

9 Science and academia 29 Other
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2. PRINCIPLES OF ENGAGEMENT

HOW DID YOU ORGANIZE THE DIALOGUE SO THAT THE PRINCIPLES WERE INCORPORATED, REINFORCED AND ENHANCED?

This global dialogue is designed to be convened by producers, respecting the feedback received on the importance of having
farmers, �shers, pastoralists, and all types of producers setting the discussion agenda instead of only being invited as
participants in dialogues. On participation, the organizing team paid careful attention to inclusivity by striving to invite
individuals from diverse stakeholder groups, sectors, gender, and countries. This entailed going through various iterations of
the invitation list, each convening institution drawing on their respective networks. Facilitators were selected and briefed with
care, to ensure they create a space for dialogue that is conducive to respect and trust. The discussion topics were designed
to consolidate and complement the outcomes of a series of producer-focused independent dialogues at national, regional
and global levels. The dialogue aims to capture multiple aspects of the challenges, contributions, responsibilities and
expectations of producers in transforming our food systems so as to embrace their complexity and linkage.

HOW DID YOUR DIALOGUE REFLECT SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF THE PRINCIPLES?

Fully embracing respect, trust and complexity of producers’ role in transforming our food systems, discussions in the groups
were carefully curated with a mix of different stakeholders from producers (both small, medium and large scale), member
states, civil society, private sector and others emphasizing an open and secure discussion environment. The principle of
inclusivity was also fully re�ected throughout the dialogue participation both in terms of sector, regional, age and gender
representation. All participants were encouraged to “act with urgency”, recognizing the importance of accelerating the pace
of change in their recommendations and demonstrating commitment to act. With discussion topics featuring producers’
commitments and the support needed from other stakeholders, all participants were encouraged to committed to
contributing to the Food Systems Summit preparation and follow-up, recognizing it is an important milestone to catalyse
further action on food systems.

DO YOU HAVE ADVICE FOR OTHER DIALOGUE CONVENORS ABOUT APPRECIATING THE PRINCIPLES OF ENGAGEMENT?

It is important to carefully select and brief the session discussion facilitators properly to ensure they are fully onboard with
the dialogue design and can guide participants in a well-framed discussion space rather than completely starting from
scratch. To ensure participants have an interactive experience during the breakout session, it is important to have back-up
facilitators and note-takers in case more participants show up at the event than initially expected.
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3. METHOD

The outcomes of a Dialogue are in�uenced by the method that is used.

DID YOU USE THE SAME METHOD AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CONVENORS REFERENCE MANUAL?

✓ Yes No
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4. DIALOGUE FOCUS & OUTCOMES

MAJOR FOCUS

Building upon the outcomes of a series of producer-led independent dialogues, the Global Summit Dialogue with Farmers,
Fishers, Pastoralists and Other Producers examined the challenges, contributions, responsibilities and expectations of
farmers, �shers, pastoralists and others in transforming our food systems with regards to nutrition, climate, biodiversity,
livelihoods, resilience and other areas. The outcomes of this Global Dialogue contribute to the UN Food Systems Summit to
advance the achievement of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The dialogue discussions were framed based on the following complementary perspectives:

• The �ve Food Systems Summit Objectives and Action Tracks:
o Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all,
o Shift to sustainable consumption patterns,
o Boost nature-positive production,
o Advance equitable livelihoods, and
o Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress.

• Key themes and challenges in food systems transformation raised in over 50 producer-focused independent dialogues at
national, regional and global levels, such as agroecology, cooperatives that foster inclusive value chains, producers’ access
to �nance and technology, evidence-based and rights-based approaches, as well as empowerment of the agency of
producers.

• Key discussion outcomes of other global dialogues that concern the producer constituency were mapped out to inform the
design of this producer-led global summit dialogue.

Achieved outcomes

The global dialogue contributed to the following outcomes:

• Build awareness about the key roles of farmers, �shers, pastoralists and all types of producers in building sustainable and
equitable food systems.

• Consolidate and clarify key commitment of producers in transforming our food systems before the Pre-Summit.

• Identify key support request of producers towards other stakeholders in order to achieve joint collaborations across the
food systems value chain.

• Ensure producers in all their diversity are considered as one of the key stakeholders in forming coalitions around food
system transformation as well as designing national food systems transformation pathways.

The 4 discussion topics across all discussion groups were:

• What producers are ready to commit to?
• What producers would like to see others commit to?
• What producers need to see the world stop doing?
• What do you think is missing in the Food Systems Summit?
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ACTION TRACKS

✓
Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

✓
Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
consumption patterns

✓
Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive
production

✓ Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods

✓
Action Track 5: Build resilience to
vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

KEYWORDS

✓ Finance ✓ Policy

✓ Innovation ✓ Data & Evidence

✓ Human rights ✓ Governance

✓
Women & Youth
Empowerment ✓ Trade-offs

✓
Environment
and Climate
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MAIN FINDINGS

Main issues and recommendations for actions raised includes the following:

1. What producers are ready to commit to?

Overall producers are committed to playing an active role in transforming food systems. A strong and clear commiment
towards agroecology and �shing methods that bene�t people, planet and prosperity was identi�ed. Producers also commit to
promoting inclusive value chains that give farmers, �shers, pastoralists and other producers more market power through
their organizations and cooperatives. They also commit to organizing and federating movements and organizations of
producers and to buidling the capacities of producers to be key actors for sustainable food systems. Young and female
producers were recognized as critical agent for change in transforming our food systems. Producers also commit to actively
engaging in evidence-based and technology-empowered solutions for food system transformation as equal partners.

Producers also commit to respond to the changing realities and needs of our society (e.g., growing population, increasing
fragmentation of land holdings, harmful �shing subsidies increasing divide and con�ict between industrial and small-scale
�sheries, consumers’ demand for more nutritious food, etc). Food producers are the �rst to experience the impacts of
climate change and have consequently implemented a series of risk coping strategies which make their food systems more
resilient.

2. What producers would like to see others commit to?

Producers have identi�ed consumers, governments, private sector, science and technology community, as well as �nancial
institutions as �ve main stakeholders that they would like to seek support from. In order for producers to play an active role in
transforming food systems, it is requested that consumers need to better undertand the challenge producer face especially
regarding the overall cost of food production (e.g. ecosystem damage and bycatch when excessively damaging �shing gears
are used), and mutually bene�cial solutions are needed to ensure fair price and food affordability.

Governments should commit to developing more targetd policies that are rights-based, evidence-based, and meet prodcuers’
needs, specifc areas mentioned include securing rights of producers over their natural resources (e.g., lands, waters,
forests, and seeds), infrastructure, price stability, trade barriers, support to stronger producer organizations and transition to
agroeology. Also, to design and implement national action plans for the UN Decade of Family Farming, with family farmers as
key stakeholder. Moreover, local differences should be taken into account and a �exible approach should be adopted. It is
vital to promote an enabling policy environment in order to meet current and emerging challenges, and to maintain policy
coherence and enhance integration in key sectors such as agriculture, health, education and the environment.

Private sector actors are urged to commit to ensuring that producers get fair �nancial return, and make efforts to ensure their
trade doesn’t marginalise small scale �shers or farmers. This can be achieved by promoting innovative contractual forms,
which are not detrimental to the weaker contracting party and by recognising all actors along the value chain as economic
actors and equal partners.

Support from science and technology community is needed in investing more in research and technology , in partnership with
producers, that helps improve productivity and e�ency of farming and �shing activities while respecting traditional and
indigenous agricultural knoweldge, as well as making data more accessible for farmers, �shers, pastoralists and other
producers transitioning towards agroecology.

Financial support, including subsidy transitions, direct �nancing to producer organizations and cooperatives, and innovative
credit systems that can be taliored to the needs of different types of producers were requestd from �nancial institutions.

3. What producers need to see the world stop doing?

Producers request the world to stop criticizing them as part of the problem, but to recognize them as a key part of the
solution, especially when they are using responsible gears and techniques. A strong emphasis on re-balancing value
distribution across the food systems value chain, and have producers treated as equal partners was raised. Producers also
demand the world to stop disrespecting producers’ knowledge and experience, but to treat them as experts in their own �elds
and invite them to sit at the decision table. A strong urge to stop using general, one-size-�ts-all, and top-down policy
approach to producers was raised, and the need to pay for the true cost of raw materials and food was emphasized.
Porducers also request to stop having the food system value chain controlled by a few powerful actors without factoring in
the voice, rights and needs of grass-root level producers.

4. What do you think is missing in the Food Systems Summit?

Key issues raised by producers as currently missing in the Food Systems Summit include the involvement of local
transporters, speci�c focus on small scale producers’ interests, concrete support mechanisms for family farmers and small
scale �shers, a balanced understanding and recognition of the livestock sector and animal proteins, a nuanced view of
technology, a stronger voice of young and female producers, a clear understanding of rights and responsibilities among
stakeholders, as well as an urgency for concrete actions on issues such as climate change.
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ACTION TRACKS

✓
Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

✓
Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
consumption patterns

✓
Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive
production

✓ Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods

✓
Action Track 5: Build resilience to
vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

KEYWORDS

✓ Finance ✓ Policy

✓ Innovation ✓ Data & Evidence

✓ Human rights ✓ Governance

✓
Women & Youth
Empowerment ✓ Trade-offs

✓
Environment
and Climate
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OUTCOMES FOR EACH DISCUSSION TOPIC - 1/4

1. What producers are ready to commit to?

Across all breakout discussions, producers have raised the following joint commiment areas:

- Active player in food system transformation – producers commit to continue playing a key role in sustainably feeding and
nourishing the world, creating more decent jobs, and generating incomes for communities. Speci�cally, producers are willing
to take concrete actions and lead the transformation process towards a healthy and sustainable food systems.

- Transition to agroecology and least damaging �shing gears – producers commit to agroecological and regenerative
approaches such as natural farming, with least damaging �shing gears and method for better livelihoods, for saving the
planet, for good health, as well as for the changing climate. Agroecology offers the best protection for our livelihoods, where
producers are able to sustainably produce more safe and nutritious food with minimal inputs, greater local employment, and
least impact on the environment and the climate.

- Partnership across the value chain – producers commit in creating alliance with all types of stakeholders (e.g.,
governments, private sector, �nancial institution, science and academia, consumers, etc) across the food system value
chain to move away from working in silos; as well as in strengthening their cooperatives. Partnerships between food
producers and businesses, cooperatives and governments which lead to information sharing and learning exchange among
producers are considered vital to achieve the goal of more sustainable food systems.

- Invest in young producers - producers are ready to encourage and facilitate youth to take up agriculture and responsible
�shing, through training and knowledge transfer, and plan to advocate for the inclusion of agriculture and �sheries related
subjects as part of school curriculum.

- Recognition and support of female producers – producers commit to giving full recognition of the role female farmers,
�shers, pastoralists and other producers play in our food systems, as well as their potential in continue transforming our food
systems.

- Evidence-based and technology-empowered – producers commit to actively engaging as equal partners in evidence-based
solutions for food system transformation, and to invest in technology to improve productivity and e�ciency of farming and
activities (e.g., minimise post-harvest losses), while minimising their impacts upon supporting ecosystems (e.g., transitions
away from excessively damaging �shing gears).

- Respond to changing realities and needs – producers commit to responding to the changing realities and needs of our
society (e.g., growing population, increasing fragmentation of land holdings, growing divide and con�ict between small scale
and industrial �sheries, consumers’ demand for more nutritious food).

- Commitment towards climate change. Food producers are the �rst to experience the impacts of climate change and have
consequently implemented a series of risk coping strategies which make their food systems more resilient. Their role gives
them the capacity to be enablers of solutions, which is why their efforts are aimed at: taking actions to mitigate climate
change as well as adapt to it, restoring land and soil, protecting biodiversity, promoting innovation in order to reduce food
waste and loss, feeding people with safe and nutritious food.

ACTION TRACKS

✓
Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

✓
Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
consumption patterns

✓
Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive
production

✓ Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods

✓
Action Track 5: Build resilience to
vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

KEYWORDS

✓ Finance ✓ Policy

✓ Innovation ✓ Data & Evidence

✓ Human rights ✓ Governance

✓
Women & Youth
Empowerment ✓ Trade-offs

✓
Environment
and Climate
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OUTCOMES FOR EACH DISCUSSION TOPIC - 2/4

2. What producers would like to see others commit to?

- Consumers:
o Consumers need to better understand the challenges producers face, especially regarding the overall cost of food
production and processing across the food system value chain.
o Need to identify mutually bene�cial solutions between producers and consumers to ensure both fair price and food
affordability. This can be done through better marketplaces, digital solutions connecting farmers and consumers directly,
e�cient value chains, better informing consumers, etc.

- Governments:
o Governments should commit to develop more targeted policies that are rights-based, evidence-based, sustainable and
meet the actual needs of producers, speci�c attention should be given to young and female producers. Regular review of
existing policies to cope up with changing contexts and emerging needs of producers are also essential.
o National governments should allocate more resources in infrastructure development such as road networks, irrigation
infrastructure and production inputs, improved cold chain support, advisory services, available and affordable innovation and
information systems, �nancial services, and better digital infrastructure.
o National and state governments need to support the building of strong producers’ organizations that can collectively
organize producers and support them with accessing �nance, fair prices, subsidies, market linkages, value chains and
capacity building in areas needed.
o Governments should play a key role in ensuing price stability, which sets fair price of agriculture and �sheries products to
allow producers to make a decent living.
o Governments should facilitate the removal of trade barriers at national, regional and international level to improve market
access, while balancing the interest of local small-scale producers.
o Allow for and proactively support equitable competition between small producers and big
producers/corporations/companies.
o Governments should support producers’ transition towards agroecology, and the use of least damaging �shing gears.

- Private sector:
o Private sectors that are expending more on large scale productions need to be mindful of the nature, habitants of
biodiversity, and the broader impacts their market drives for lowest prices cause.
o Food processers, retailers, wholesale markets and other private sector actors on the value chain need to ensure that
producers get fair �nancial return by setting a fair price.
o Need to genuinely empower consumers to make well informed and responsible purchase decisions.

- Science and technology:
o There is a need for more investment in research and technology that places producers as equal partners with key roles as
well as being based on their needs, with an aim to improve the sustainability of food production.
o Technology should be made more user-friendly for small-scale �shing and farming practices.
o Make reliable data accessible to producers, promoting farmers’ learning farms and farmer extensionists, to convince and
then support co-farmers to transition into agroecological production or the responsible use of least damaging �shing gears.
o Traditional and indigenous agricultural knowledge should be respected while conducting new research and developing new
technology.
o More regular interaction between the producer group and the science group is needed to ensure latest science
development on agriculture both takes producers’ inputs into consideration and is easily accessible to producers at all levels
and all sizes.

- Financial institution:
o Producers need more �nancial support, from both private and public �nancial institutions, in order to have access to
necessary resources and infrastructure. Producers call for direct �nancing through their organizations and cooperatives.
o Such �nancial support should be tailored to different needs of producers. Producers demand the access to tailored and
innovative credit systems, rather than traditional banking schemes, that empower and better protect them from potential
adverse effects and unlock sustainable investments.
Greater inclusion of young people and women is needed.
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ACTION TRACKS

✓
Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

✓
Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
consumption patterns

✓
Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive
production

✓ Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods

✓
Action Track 5: Build resilience to
vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

KEYWORDS

✓ Finance ✓ Policy
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✓ Human rights ✓ Governance

✓
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Empowerment ✓ Trade-offs

✓
Environment
and Climate
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OUTCOMES FOR EACH DISCUSSION TOPIC - 3/4

3. What producers need to see the world stop doing?

- Stop criticizing producers as part of the problem but to recognize them as a key part of the solution.
- Stop treating producers as bene�ciaries, as targets. Treat them as equal partners.
- Stop being devious when dealing with producers, but be straightforward, honest and accountable instead.
- Stop being unfair to producers, and stop social inequality among producers: stop not recognizing the role of women in
farming or seafood production who often do most of the work; stop exploiting small scale producers and not giving them
social security.
- Stop unbalanced value distribution across the food systems value chain, where producers are at disadvantage.
Fundamentals of equity, transparency and fairness in the governance of the value chains should be respected, and policy,
research, development support, �nancing and technology should align accordingly to support producers.
- Stop improper disposal of inedible products in the ground affecting micro-organisms in the soil, which in turn affect
production (“so as not to kill the life we are trying to produce”).
- Stop using excessively damaging and wasteful �shing gears that cause unnecessary ecosystem damage, bycatch and
pollution
- Stop disrespecting producers as experts in their own �elds. People who do not farm or �sh need to stop trying to tell
producers how to farm or �sh.
- Stop discounting producers’ knowledge, and only treating them as information consumers rather than decision makers.
Invite and allow producers to sit at the table: hear what producers have to say and not discount it for whatever reason they
choose to discount it. Producers’ knowledge can be valuable in many areas such as climate change and biodiversity
protection.
- Stop using general, one-size-�ts-all, top-down policy approaches to producers, which is an extreme diverse group. Policies
and interventions need to be tailored to local contexts, and support responsible production practices.
- Stop stealing Producers’ data. Pay the true cost of raw materials and food, while also accounting for the unwanted
ecosystem impacts that result from irresponsible production practices. Pay for ecosystem services that responsible
producers provide.
- Stop stealing biodiversity and genetics from local farmers. Make sure that farmers are able to produce their own seeds,
their own genetics in their own local condition.
- Stop being inconsiderate of the issue of access to land or shared marine resources, and respect the need for quick and fair
resolution of land litigation or resource quota issues.
- Stop attacking famers for using technology and modern advances. There is room for organic, conventional, and
biotechnology. We need to recognize that each of these approaches has its space.
- Stop giving small producers chemicals and small scale �shers damaging gears, but encourage them to embark a transition
to agroecological approaches and the e�cient use of least damaging �shing gears.
- Stop having the food system value chain controlled by a few powerful actors without factoring in the voice of grass-root
level farmers, �shers, pastoralist and other producers.

ACTION TRACKS

✓
Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

✓
Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
consumption patterns

✓
Action Track 3: Boost nature-positive
production

✓ Action Track 4: Advance equitable livelihoods

Action Track 5: Build resilience to
vulnerabilities, shocks and stress

KEYWORDS
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✓ Innovation ✓ Data & Evidence

✓ Human rights ✓ Governance

✓
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Empowerment ✓ Trade-offs

✓
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OUTCOMES FOR EACH DISCUSSION TOPIC - 4/4

4. What do you think is missing in the Food Systems Summit?

- Involvement of local transporters. The role of local transporters is vital. Without them, producers’ produce does not get to
the processors, to the market.
- Focus on small-scale producers’ interests. The written document of the FSS does not mention anything on this issue. It
does not de�ne well what is going to happen as far as small-scale producers are concerned. It has to identify actions that
promote the interest of small-scale producers (e.g., current global discussions around investment are focusing more on
larger scare agriculture which put small-scale producers and industrial �shing at disadvantage, often marginalized from
globalized trade systems as a result).
- Concrete support mechanisms for the participation of family famers and small-scale �shers in food system governance is
unclear, this includes speci�c issues such as access to land and other resources (e.g. internationally shared and highly
migratory tuna resources).
- A balanced understanding and recognition of livestock sector, and the value of animal proteins. The view regarding a
balanced diet should include both plant- and animal-based foods is needed, and producers commit to have sustainable
livestock sector that respects planetary boundaries as part of solutions during the summit process.
- A nuanced view of technology, with the understanding that it should always developed in the interests of producers, who
have traditional and indigenous knowledge and skills that should also be respected.
- A balanced view of our agriculture, farming and �shing system. Our agriculture and �sheries systems are not completely
broken and not everything about farming or �shing needs to be changed. Many producers are already changing and adapting
their farming practices to leave their farming and �shing environment in a better place. A thorough understanding of science
and markets is needed, which should lead policy.
- A stronger voice of female and young producers is needed throughout the Summit process.
- Practical conversations on how to support producers and their organizations �nancially is needed.
- Conversations on how international trade plays an important role in increasing resilience and food security, but with
cognizance that globalization must not marginalize smaller scale producers that apply agroecology or use least damaging
�shing gears and methods.
- An enabling policy environment for producers. Policy makers who make decisions on farming or �shing systems are not
farmers or �shers and have little understanding of rural life. Policy makers need to develop a better understanding to create
enabling environments that support producers.
- A clearer understanding of rights and responsibilities among stakeholders in the food system value chain, currently there is
a big gap, and small-scale actors are too often marginalized as a result.
- More transparent and clear connection between summit and national implementation plans, which are how producers will
actually be impacted.
- An urgency for concrete action. The Food Systems Summit should not just be a talk show but a platform that is followed by
concrete actions. Action needs to be taken with a stronger sense of emergency especially regarding climate change, and the
need to transition towards agroecology and the use of least damaging �shing gears.

ACTION TRACKS

✓
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✓
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✓
Action Track 5: Build resilience to
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AREAS OF DIVERGENCE

Overall, there was no signi�cant divergence in terms of producers’ commitment, expectation for other stakeholders. However
there tend to be different views in the following two areas:

1) Small scale v.s. large scale producers: some participants think small-scale family farmers and �shers should be the main
target of the Summit process as they are the ones that need support the most. However, some participants think both small-
and large-scale producers should be taken into consideration as they are both important players in the food systems, and
therefore both deserve attention and support. A balanced view between the two is needed, and we can’t afford a one-size-
�ts-all approach.

2) International trade v.s. local production: there are participants strongly advocating for local production and consumption for
nutrition, livelihoods and environmental reasons, especially when it concerns small scale producers. On the other hand, there
are voices on how international trade plays an important role in increasing market access, resilience and food security. The
latter must be cognizant of how trade globalization can marginalize smaller scale �shers and producers though, so a
balanced approach between the two is needed.

ACTION TRACKS

Action Track 1: Ensure access to safe and
nutritious food for all

Action Track 2: Shift to sustainable
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✓
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✓
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ATTACHMENTS AND RELEVANT LINKS

ATTACHMENTS

Full Feedback Report
https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Full-Version_Global-Producer-Dialogue-O�cial-Feedback-Form_
0816.pdf

RELEVANT LINKS

Global Food Systems Summit Independent Dialogue of Farmers' Organizations
https://summitdialogues.org/dialogue/31514/
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